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NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y. 





“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 








Designed for Lent 


Crucifixes — 7-inch, imported, ebony wall-Crucifixes with 
oxidized Corpus, and our booklet, ‘“‘Way of the Cross,’ $1.75. 


Rosaries — For Adults (black), sterling silver chain and Crucifix, 
$5.00 to $7.00 (Colored Beads), Gold or silver chain, non-tarnishable, 
$2.50 to $5.00. Extra large beads, strong chain, white, black or 
brown beads, $4.00. 

For Children — Colored beads (blue, pink, lavender, turquoise, 
aqua, green, brown), 35¢ to 50¢. 


Special First Communion Rosaries — (White). 


Pearl, round beads, large or small, $1.00. 
Plastic, round or square beads, 50¢. 

Glass, round, small beads, 50¢; large beads, 75¢. 
Glass, oval beads, $2.00. 

In sending orders for Rosaries please state 2nd or 3rd choice 
as our supply of some is limited. 

(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with 
the Bridgettine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences, and Crucifixes will 
be enriched with the Papal indulgence, the indulgences of the Stations and 
of the dying.) 

Order From: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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in firing boilers and steam-fitting maintenance. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY —a man (unmarried) experienced 


Please furnish references. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Comfortable 


living quarters and good meals provided; also laundry service. 
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@he Holy Family, the Model of All 
Christian Families 


February is the Month set aside by the Church to 
honor the Holy Family, thereby to encourage all families 
to imitate this model family of DNazareth. 
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-F its very nature the Holy Eucharist is intimately connected 
with the Christian family. Our Eucharistic Savior was cradled 
in a family long ago, and all down the ages the Eucharist has 
been a fount of great blessing for the family. The Holy 

Eucharist is a school of faith, training the family to recognize the 
Divine in its covering of the human, and eternal Majesty in its disguise 
of earthliness and insignificance. When the faith of the soul has ma- 
tured to a point where it recognizes our Lord and God in the form of 
bread, then the spiritual vision will also be able to discern the image 
of the thrice holy union between Christ and His Church in the mar- 
riage bond sealed before the Tabernacle. It will distinguish in the 
baptized children of this marriage heirs of the Heavenly Father, brothers 
and sisters of Christ, and temples of the Holy Spirit. In the sick of 
the family this spiritual insight will behold the image of our crucified 
Savior, and in the trials of family life, the hand of a benevolent Provi- 
dence. This Christ-centered viewpoint of family life, which raises it to a 
higher level than the merely natural, is anchored in the Holy Eucharist. 

The Blessed Eucharist is a source of inexhaustible blessings for 
the family, a veritable wellspring of grace. The religion of Christ is 
not only a system of philosophy; intrinsically, it is redemption and a 
sacrament. Similarly, the Holy Eucharist, the zenith of this religion, 
is not only a training-ground of Christian philosophy, it is a source 
of grace. The streams of grace flowing from this holy Sacrament to 
renew the face of the earth must first be channeled into the family, 
the cell of all human society. For, just as the redemptive work of 
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Christ was begun in the shelter of a family, so the grace of this Savior 
will transform first the home and then the world. 


Great are the graces of this Sacrament of the Altar, whether at the 
first Communion of the children, or the last Communion of the par- 
ents. Often the tender blessing of First Holy Communion has recon- 
ciled parents who have been long estranged from each other, and has 
led them back to the Savior they have ignored or neglected. So, too, 
at the last Communion of their parents, children find in the sick room 
a chapel which is no longer of this earth. Just as in their home, parents 
and children eat at the same table and are united there, so in approach- 
ing the Communion rail together, they become of one mind and heart 
at this Table of the Lord. 

The Holy Eucharist, both as a Sacrifice and a Sacrament, becomes 
to the Christian family a glowing fire, a Divine Hearth of moral 
strength and gracious blessing. At this fire is enkindled a selfless, 
sacrificial family spirit; a spirit which places the happiness of others 
above that of self, which finds its satisfaction in serving, rather than 
in being served; which can forego personal desires and inclinations 
in order that the flame of family peace may ever burn, becoming the 
inextinguishable sanctuary light of the home. If work threatens to 
overburden the father and the breadwinner of the family, he can draw 
fresh strength from the Holy Eucharist, the “Bread of Life.” If suf- 
fering, in greater part the lot of the wife and mother, begins to weigh 
heavily upon her, from the Tabernacle comes the tender command: 
“Courage, My daughter, be worthy of me and show the world the 
strength of this Sacrament of My love.” At the same fountain from 
which the women martyrs of old drew their heroic firmness in the 
face of death, their sisters of today draw patience to cope with the 
taxing demands of household routine. Assisting daily at Holy Mass, 
they kindle a flame from that Divine Hearth, a firebrand of strong 
sacrificial love, which they carry into their homes, enabling them to 
offer the sacrifices of the day cheerfully. Thus sparks from the altar, 
from this hearth of strength and love, fly into homes, and the bitter 
waters of tribulation cannot quench them. 


Still another blessing has its source in.the Eucharist and its ter- 
minus in the family: Its fruitfulness in rearing children. Samson’s 
mother was admonished by an angel not to take any strong drink, nor 
eat anything impure, because the child she was bearing would be 
blessed by the Lord. How much greater good, then, will redound to 
the child she bears beneath her heart when the mother partakes of the 
Heavenly Food, Holy Communion! Little Mary Magdalen DePazzi 
pressed close to her mother after the latter had returned home from 
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receiving Holy Communion: “Mother, let me sit very close to you, so 
I can be very close to Jesus.” Another six-year-old child regarded 
his father with deep reverence after his reception of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, for the sharp eyes of a child, so much keener than an adult’s, 
can see the shining, if invisible, cross traced by Our Lord on the 
brow of those who receive Him. 

When children leave their parents’ home to go out into a world 
which places scant value on innocence and the grace of God, Catholic 
parents know that from the Communion rail they can send a multi- 
tude of blessings after them, like hosts of angels, to keep them in 
all their ways. What better safeguard for a young man among 
strangers than the thought, “The body given you by your mother, 
consecrated by our Savior in Holy Communion, must not be defiled.” 
And for a mother, what more beautiful Communion prayer than this: 
“Dear Lord, let not the children of my heart’s blood, which You have 
nourished with Your Flesh and Blood and have entrusted to my 
care, be defiled by sin.” 

Thus the Mystery of the Altar becomes the consecration of life 
at the family-hearth from birth to death, a training-school in faith, 
a wellspring of grace, and a flame of courage. As the church steeple 
points its slender finger heavenward, like a shining monstrance, so 
the Holy Eucharist is a beacon light of Catholic family life. 

Our present Holy Father sums up these thoughts in an address 
to the Eucharistic Congress held in Cali, Colombia, in 1949: 

“We urge you in the spirit of this gathering to renew the Christian 
life of your families through the Eucharist. Few needs are so pressing 
today as the welding together of the Christian family. It is the sup- 
porting arch on which human society rests. It is, we may say, the 
dome that crowns the fabric of creation. Few needs are so urgent 
as the healing of that natural source of life, if men really wish to save 
the very existence of mankind and to prevent its losing the fruit of 
the Redemption. The very unity and indissoluble character of the 
Christian family and its supernatural purposes are today in jeopardy. 


Unbreakable is the union of man wedded to woman, and of 
parents with their children. They are unions anchored in love. And 
how could the Sacrament which is the fount of charity and through 
which we form one spirit with Him fail to strengthen that bond? 

Let the members of the family come together to receive into their 
hearts that Divine Heart Itself which will make them one with Itself, 
uplifting their affections and desires, incorporating with Itself bride- 
groom and bride, parents and children, until they become only one 
heart and one life, which neither the storms of the world, nor the 
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pains of life’s struggles can ever ‘break, since it carries within itself 
the seal of lasting stability. 


Now the Christian family has a mission that is truly called Divine, 
namely, to enkindle life and transmit it, just as the holy fire is 
propagated when the flame passes from wick to wick of altar candle. 
Husband and wife, parents and children; mystery of love on earth! 
The Eucharist: Mystery of Love Divine which sustains and perfects 
the spiritual life, and makes the family flourish as a garden of God’s 
choice, lifting it to the sublime function of filling the earth with sons 
of God, in whose halting words the Eternal Father recognizes the voice 
of His Divine Son. ; 

Thus transformed through incorporation in Christ, the members 
of the Christian family have already that principle which will move 
them to spread abroad a hallowing influence in the home and in the 
Church. For where can fathers better betake themselves to find the 
gifts of understanding, prudence and self-forgetfulness which their mis- 
sion as educators demands? Whence shall the spirit of their children 
draw the most orderly and complete development, if not from the Eu- 
charist? Do you look for children, docile, humble and obedient? In 
the Eucharist there is present the same Incarnate God who “advanced 
in wisdom and age and grace with God and man.” Do you wish 
them to be noble in spirit and lofty in ideal? The Eucharist has all 
the allurement of Divine tenderness and shows in clear light the un- 
speakable designs of the Redeemer. 

It is in truth through the Holy Eucharist that the Church desires 
that the family, which is the living cell of society and of the Church, 
should be born again and receive new life. In its turn the family 
will thus become a center of attraction for the fragrance that proceeds 
from the Eucharist, linking the sweetest things in home life with the 
Most Holy Sacrament. 


Remember your own First Holy Communion, when you were 
brought to the altar, holding your parents’ hands; the Communion 
which you made before an altar, fragrant with flowers. Remember 
those other Communions of the children with whom God blessed you; 
those Masses never to be forgotten, on Sundays and feast days, heard 
by the family together; that consoling farewell Communion of a dear 
one, now gone from us. Let not hell’s fury succeed in detaching your 
wedded life from the Eucharist, or from the treasured memory of 
those hours of joy and sorrow. Never forget that He is there to 
uphold you in the sacrifice you make. The trial past, He is still with 
you as long as the Christian family remains truly Christian, or having 
strayed from the path, returns once more to the Christian way.” 
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(ft. Message for “Hut. Press Month 


ieee 


} VERY Catholic on earth belongs to the Church Militant, 
but unfortunately, not every Catholic is a “militant” 
Catholic. Every Communist is a militant communist, 
but far too many Catholics are sleeping Catholics. Why 
so? Among other reasons, they do not support the Cath- 
olic Press; they do not realize its world-wide influence. 

The invention of the printing press has flooded the world with 
reading matter. Popular education has enabled all men and women 
to read and write. The power of the printed word has grown by leaps 
and bounds, until today the press is a tremendous force for good or 
evil. America is a great newspaper-reading country, and obviously 
the secular press exerts untold power in creating and shaping the 
thoughts of the populace. It disseminates truth and falsehood; it 
espouses commendable and disreputable causes; it is the mirror of 
the world. reflecting the aims and tastes of the living present, whether 
these be exalted or ignoble. 

Even at its best, the secular press cannot be expected to do justice 
to Catholicism, because it is not fully conversant with Catholic affairs. 
There is hardly a question of the day, however, but has its Catholic 
bearing. The affairs-of the Church in this and other lands are under 
discussion in daily newspapers constantly, but it is rarely that they are 
presented in their true light. Only a Catholic paper can give the true 
interpretation in a satisfactory manner. Even if secular editors desire 
to deal fairly, the subjects are too technical for any writers except 
those thoroughly familiar with Catholic doctrine, history and law. 





The Catholic press differs greatly from the secular press. The 
secular press stresses the material and temporal side of life; the Cath- 
olic press emphasizes the spiritual and eternal. At times the secular 
press has a very elastic code of morals. It is not rare to find an 
editor teaching the advisability of divorce under the guise of man’s 
freedom and woman’s emancipation, or advocating other obnoxious 
practices for domestic economy. Editors may likewise be found teach- 
ing materialism in the name of political economy, or religious in- 
difference in the name of universal brotherhood. 

The need for Catholics to support their Catholic Press becomes 
more evident today iri the confusion of thought that reigns all around 
us. In other days we needed a Catholic press to explain and defend 
Catholic doctrines. Today the Catholic press must also defend moral 
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principles, which are the bedrock of human society, and which until 
the last few decades were unchallenged. 

We are entering upon another Press Month, with its appeal to 
Catholics to bestir themselves in promoting the cause of the Catholic 
Press and in giving it their own support, with the realization that 
there are few greater apostolates than the apostolate of the Catholic 
press. Perhaps you who read these lines subscribe to and read more 
than one Catholic paper, and for this you are certainly to be com- 
mended. But there are many Catholic homes which receive no Catholic 
reading matter. What a noble work it would be to introduce into 
them some Catholic magazines and papers! May we suggest that 
Tabernacle and Purgatory could do a wonderful work in such homes? 
With its monthly message of love and hope, what a blessing it would 
bring to careless and indifferent Catholics! 

We look to you, then, dear reader, to use your best endeavors to 
get as many new subscribers and readers as you can during this Press 
Month. If each one would introduce it to but one new home in his 
district, what an increase this would mean in its power to influence 
souls! May we hope for your co-operation? May the Sacred Heart 
bless each effort made to spread a knowledge of Catholic truth through 
furthering the apostolate of the press! 


The Prisoners of the King 
Pie 
The Withering of the Fig Tree 


HE miracle of the withering of the fig tree stands by itself 
among the miracles of Our Lord, for it is the only act of 
destruction for which He used His power, although on one 
other occasion — that of the entrance of the devils into the 
herd of swine — He permitted something of the sort. In 
ordinary cases His miracles were works of mercy, sometimes worked 
without being asked for, but always with the obvious purpose of 
proving or illustrating some Divine truth. The case of the withering 
of the fig tree is not altogether different from these. As in other 
cases Our Lord wished to teach a certain truth relating to Himself, 
so in this instance He appears to have desired to make a kind of 
prophecy of the future barrenness of the Synagogue, which was repre- 
sented by the fig tree. This is all the more clear because the season 
of fruit had not yet come, and it was, therefore, not natural to expect 
figs as yet. The miracle, therefore, is a visible parable. 
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It took place on the day after His triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
and the Temple when, coming from Bethania, as the Evangelist tells 
us, He was hungry. “And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He came 
up to it, and found nothing but leaves; and He said to it, ‘May no 
fruit ever come from thee henceforth forever!’ And immediately the 
fig tree withered up” (Matt. 21:19). 


In our considerations on purgatory we are dealing with souls 
which have been to some extent — often to a great extent — barren of 
the good fruits which Our Lord might have expected from them, but 
which, by His mercy, have not “withered up from the roots,” nor 
been condemned to perpetual sterility in the matter of praising and 
honoring God, for they are to render Him glory throughout eternitv 
in heaven. We cannot, therefore, apply to them strictly the case of 
the fig tree, but there are two circumstances connected with this miracle 
which we may use to explain certain means of assisting the holy 
souls. The first is Our Lord’s hunger, which must recall to our minds 
His constant fasts, and the hard treatment which He accorded His 
sacred Body. The second concerns a matter in which all of us may 
sometimes be like the fig tree, that is, the refusing of alms which are 
sought of us, as Our Lord sought from the fig tree a little food to 
appease His hunger. Both of these subjects are most appropriate for 
our consideration at the beginning of Lent. 


The power of fasting as a work of satisfaction is universally recog- 
nized in the Sacred Scriptures and in the Church. Fasting seems to 
have been connected with devotion for the dead among the Jews, not 
to speak of other nations, as we see in the fasting which was made 
for Saul after his death. The instinct of the Church and of the saints 
has always been in the same direction. Fasting has a special, direct 
power of satisfaction because it is one of the works which are most 
painful to the body, and is one of the customary penances in religious 
orders of the Church. Similar works of penance which afflict the 
body, such as vigils, are reckoned under the head of fasting, as well 
as abstinence from food and drink. We may add to fasting such cor- 
poral austerities as the bodily sufferings which come to us in the 
course of God’s Providence, if they are welcomed and joyfully under- 
gone; and under the same head will come afflictions which the servants 
of God, or the saints, were sometimes prompted to ask for, in order 
that they might suffer more for the relief of the holy. souls. Suffering 
of any kind, even though not corporal, such as the patient bearing of 
dryness and desolation, or, again, charity under some calumny, has 
the effect of satisfying largely for sin, and may thus be beneficial to 
the holy souls if offered for them. 
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In addition, let us briefly consider the satisfactory power of alms- 
deeds. Nothing can be stronger than the language of Sacred Scripture 
on the power of aimsgiving to “deliver from death” (Tob. 12:9), “to 
purge away sin” (Prov. 15:27), and the like. It is compared to the 
effect of water on fire (Ecclus. 3:33), or that of ransom to the captive 
(Dan. 4:24), or to that of a sacrifice which propitiates God (Heb. 
13:16). It is compared to a second baptism (Ecclus. 7:36). and it 
is said to be more efficacious even than fasting. 

It would be well to remember that both almsdeeds: and fasting 
will be more efficacious if they are done with the distinct intention of 
relieving the souls in purgatory, or any particular souls in whom we 
may be interested. In that case it is not only the satisfactory power 
of the good work which is applied to the souls, but the work as a 
whole, with all its merits and impetration, as well as satisfaction. It 
is a much greater charity to undertake directly to fast, or to afflict our- 
selves in any other way, for the holy souls, than to apply to them the 
satisfaction of the good works of this kind which we ourselves would 
otherwise do as a matter of course. 

St. Bridget counsels that good works done for the benefit of souls 
in purgatory correspond to the faults which it may be known they 
committed during life. The saint was careful to give a great deal by 
way of alms for the repose of her husband’s soul, and, in an apparition, 
he begged her to sell for his benefit the silverware and horses in which 
he had taken an excessive delight. 

In the more fervent Christian ages the idea of the debt of punish- 
ment due to God in purgatory was by no means a slight one, and 
great exertions were not thought too much to offer for the deliverance 
of single souls. Our own age pays too little heed to the holy souls in 
purgatory, and gives little thought to the punishment which awaits 
even seemingly trivial faults, but. it will be worthwhile to persuade 
ourselves that the sufferings of purgatory are not so slight and short 
as we would like to think. It is being both kind to the holy souls and 
to ourselves to practice some manner of charity towards them daily, 
and fasting and almsdeeds being particularly recommended to the faith- 
ful during Lent, it would be most fitting to give them at least a share 
in these penitential works. 








A 9-point program for aiding the poor souls is given in our booklet 
ASSIST THE POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY. Besides a brief doc- 
trinal treatise on purgatory, various motives for aiding the holy souls 
are set forth, the nine principal means of doing so are outlined, and 
a number of prayers are given. 64 pages. Price, 10¢ 























Atonement to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 


Address given by the Most Reverend Joseph M. Marling, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Kansas City, at the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit on 
October 14, 1951, after bestowing badges of merit upon nearly 300 women 
who as Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament had been faithful to their pledges 
of adoration hours over periods of one, three, and five years. 


Kee 
{;HERE is a story told in connection with a German 
| General of the Franco-Prussian War who was being 
<j shown through one of the large French cathedrals by 
«4 his adjutant, a Catholic. The General was a Lutheran. 
They were going through the huge edifice when suddenly 
they came upon an altar where many candles were 
burning. As is the custom in the large churches of 
Europe, it was the altar of the Blessed Sacrament. The young attend- 
ant went on to tell his superior officer about the Real Presence. It 
was an excellent exposition of the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, but 
spoken lightly and loudly. Suddenly the General turned to him and 
said: “Captain, if I believed THat, if I believed that my God were 
there upon the altar just as He is in heaven, I assure you that I would 
approach this place upon my knees.” Looking about and seeing so 
few worshipers in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament, he con- 
tinued, “and if THAT were my belief, I am sure I would be forced to 
spend a large portion of my leisure time here in this sacred spot.” 

The lesson which this incident teaches is perfectly clear. Is it 
not probable that if God in His goodness had given to others the gift 
of our Catholic Faith — given to them rather than to us the treasure 
that is the Blessed Eucharist — would they not show far more grati- 
tude than do we Catholics? Our churches would then not stand empty. 
Adorers would be present in larger numbers, to thank God for His 
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goodness and love in bestowing upon men the Blessed Eucharist, rich 
fountain of every grace. 

In all truth, the wonder and mystery of our times is not that there 
is so much sin; for, after all, millions have no faith, no knowledge 
of God, no contact with the Blessed Sacrament, no association with 
the Lord Christ. The wonder and mystery of our age is that there 
are so few Catholics who are genuinely ‘holy. If we were truly holy, 
the ‘world at this moment would be entirely different. The clouds 
of war and confusion, so heavy over our heads, would be dispelled. 
Millions would be attracted by our example to worship the Savior 
in the Sacrament of His love. Merely to turn our thoughts to the 
Real Presence is to be overwhelmed by the goodness and love of Jesus 
in our regard. If the Jews had been permitted to draw a blueprint 
of the Messias, very different would have been the manner ‘in which 
Our Blessed Savior appeared among men.’'He would have come as 
King and Lord, exacting adoration from the greatest princes of the 
world. His court and retinue would have been marked by splendor, 
and anyone daring to oppose His will would have been struck down 
on the spot. 

In the same way, if we had been permitted to draw the blueprint 
of the Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, of the conditions 
demanded before this gift would be given to His followers, how different 
would be the existence of the Savior upon our altars. But Jesus knew 
our weakness better than we can ever grasp it. And He loved us 
more than we can ever love ourselves. He knew that if: He appeared in 
the Eucharist in the splendor of His Divinity, we would be frightened. 
We would approach with fear rather than love in. our hearts. Con- 
sequently, he has disguised His Divinity. He has hidden His Majesty 
‘under the humble appearances of bread and wine. We come or we 
remain away; we are attentive or neglectful His Divine Presence 
continues. Men may even receive Him into sinful hearts. »Meekly 
does He accept such an embrace, so like the kiss of Judas. Humility, 
simplicity, poverty, and patience, meekness and long-suffering — these 
are not the traits that we would expect of Him who sits at the right 
hand of the Living God. But they are even more in evidence in the 
Blessed Eucharist than they were in the stable of Bethlehem. 


The thought may occur to us that we are merely employing 
figures of speech. Our Lord, it may be urged, is not present in the 
Blessed Sacrament as He was on earth. He has arisen and ascended 
to the Father. The mortal flesh which He assumed in Mary’s womb 
is now glorified. He is at this hour the King of heaven and earth, 
adored by countless angels. How can there be in the Eucharist any 
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suffering and sorrow such as Jesus was forced to bear upon earth? 

We may not deny that the question reminds us that we are face 
to face with a profound mystery of our holy Faith. Just as we can- 
not understand how the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity could 
share His Divinity with the Father and the Holy Spirit and at the 
same time become man, just as we cannot grasp how Jesus as Man 
enjoyed the Beatific Vision at the same time that His Soul was 
sorrowful unto death, just so we cannot comprehend how the Lord 
Christ can reign in heaven as the triumphant Redeemer and at the 
same time experience loneliness upon our altars as a result of the cold- 
ness and neglect of men. But this is only to confess that Christ’s 
life in His Church — which is, as it were, but an extension of His life 
in Judea — is as incomprehensible to our weak human minds as His 
physical life upon earth. With St. Thomas we simply cry out: “I 
believe what the Son of God hath said. Nothing can be truer than 
the word of Truth itself.” 

In the very first years of the Church, our Savior made it clear 
by means of an incident recorded in the Acts of the Apostles that 
His sufferings continue though He has ascended to the Father. Saul, 
the persecutor, was on his way to Damascus to proceed against the 
Christians, when suddenly he was struck from his horse. Blinded, he 
heard a voice: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” And just 
a little later, in answer to a request for identification, the same voice 
said: “I am Jesus whom thou art persecuting.” In other words, just 
as Jesus suffered when He was driven through the streets of Jerusalem 
with the Cross upon His shoulders, so does He suffer today as the 
result of sin and godlessness, as the result of the hatred and neglect 
of men. It was thus: that St. Paul, many years later, when he was 
the great apostle of.the Gentiles, could write to the Romans: “If we 
suffer with Christ, one day we shall be glorified with Him, too.” Christ 
suffers, therefore, and it is our blessed privilege to suffer with Him. 
In fact, such suffering on our part, united to His suffering and anguish, 
is the royal road to our sanctification and salvation. 

Can we doubt, dearly beloved, about the sorrow which comes to 
Jesus in the Blessed Eucharist when He sees so many thousands today 
placing themselves in danger of eternal death? Once again does He 
live the hours of the agony, of the scourging and crowning with 
thorns, of the bitter Way of the Cross as He observes the wicked and 
careless ways of men. Perhaps His greatest sufferings arise from the 
sight of so many Catholics who glibly proclaim themselves His follow- 
ers and yet live lives that make it impossible to determine whether 
they belong to Christ or not. 
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It is thus that there is repeated what in all probability is the most 
dramatic incident in all history. I refer to the plea which Jesus made 
to the three Apostles that night in the Garden of Gethsemane. How 
the angels must have looked down upon that scene in wonder and 
awe! The full weight of the sins of men had fallen suddenly upon 
Jesus, crushing Him to the ground, and forcing the Precious Blood 
to flow from every pore. No heart has ever been asked to suffer as 
did the Sacred Heart of Christ in that agony. “If it be possible,” 
He cried to His Father, “let this chalice pass from Me.” The very 
right to lean upon His Divinity seemed suspended. He stood alone, 
crushed and bleeding, searching for some human friend from whom 
He could draw consolation. He thought of the three Apostles — Peter, 
James and John. Toward them He stumbles only to find them asleep, 
and from His lips there comes that most mournful cry — half invitation 
and half rebuke, “Could you not watch, then, one hour with Me?” 


How many times in later years must not Peter, James and John 
have thought of this golden opportunity afforded them of offering 
courage and consolation to the very Son of God! How often must 
they not have grieved over their failure! The point which we should 
impress upon ourselves, however, has nothing to do with the conduct 
of the Apostles. We should see that over and over again is the oppor- 
tunity given us to be Peter, James and John —to console the Eu- 
charistic Heart of Christ. To us likewise is the invitation extended, 
and how tragic if we refuse: “Can you not watch, then, one hour with 
Me?” 

How magnificent the thought that it is permitted us, despite our 
littleness and weakness, to expiate, to atone for the contempt which 
men show to our Eucharistic Savior, for their neglect of Him in the 
Sacrament of His Love. There is no need to envy Simon of Cyrene 
who was called to carry the Cross with Christ, or Veronica who was 
allowed to wipe His bleeding Face. These roles are ours at any 
moment for the asking. It was St. Paul, again, who gave expression 
to the life of atonement we can lead by these magnificent words which 
he addressed to the Colossians: “I rejoice now in the sufferings I 
bear, and what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ, I fill up in my 
flesh for His Body, which is the Church.” The sufferings of Christ 
during His Passion were, of course, of infinite value and wholly ade- 
quate for the redemption of men. But God in His great goodness has 
ordained that for the application of the graces merited upon Calvary 
to the souls of men, for the sanctification of our fellow men, we are 
drawn, as it were, into a partnership with Christ, our Head. We may 
unite our tribulations and crosses to the sufferings of the Savior and 
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thus they take on great expiatory value. They serve, in the words of 
St. Paul, “to fill up those things which are wanting in the sufferings 
of Christ.” 

It is an ideal which I am holding out to you this afternoon, dearly 
beloved. when I speak of making your lives an act of reparation or 
expiation in ynion with Jesus in the Blessed Eucharist. But I am 
aware that you have proved yourselves special lovers of our Eucha- 
ristic Savior by your fidelity to the hours of adoration in this sacred 
place. Far too often we approach Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 
in the wrong fashion. We come as bargain seekers. We spend time 
in His Presence; perhaps even we pray fervently. But we expect 
favors in return. Like a kind and indulgent Father, our Blessed Lord 
puts up with our weakness. But sometimes He must be moved to 
ask: “Can you not, then, watch one hour with Me?” The emphasis 
should be upon our association with Him, and not always upon our 
needs and difficulties. To be a victim with Jesus, the Victim, in the 
Eucharist, is a road to perfection. How many more would be upon 
that road if only they were more generous. 

Dearly beloved, if our Savior were to speak to you at this moment 
He would indeed express gratitude for the joy which you have brought 
to His Sacred Heart by the manner in which you have observed your 
hours of adoration in this beautiful chapel which it is our good for- 
tune to have in Kansas City. He is greatly pleased with what you 
have done. I esteem it a privilege to say this to you, and to be able 
to bestow upon you, in the Savior’s Name, the awards of your fidelity. 

You have shown yourselves to be apostles of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. God bless you for it! In conclusion, may I ask of you two 
things. First, be sure to persevere in the work which you have begun. 
Some of you have been faithful for a year, others for three years, still 
others. for five years. Make it a habit of a lifetime to be attached to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. In the second place, try to be real 
apostles, and that means to reach out and attract others to a similar 
attitude and devotion. It is this apostolic zeal which the world needs 
so much at the present moment. Then will come to you and those 
whom you influence the peace and joy of the Sacred Heart, that peace 
and joy which Christ has assured us only He can give to a human heart. 





Spiritual Vitamin for February 


O my Jesus, Thou who art Love itself, enkindle in my heart 
that Divine fire which consumes the saints and transforms them into 
Thee. (Ind. of 300 days) 
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A Mother Speaks to Parents on Good 
Reading in the Home 


ee Oe Oe Oued 


G¥ ORE and more is it becoming apparent thas the changing 
© spirit of the world is causing a great weakening in 

* Christian families. Many factors contributing to this de- 

cline might be cited, but one of the first among them is 

certainly the polluted reading matter to be found in so 

many homes, for it is universally true that whatever af- 
fects the mind also affects the moral outlook of the individual, and 
consequently affects the soul, even though it is not evident from the 
first glance at the reading material. A good Catholic mother, grate- 
fully recalling how good reading was fostered in her own childhood 
home, offers parents some sound counsel in the matter of watching 
their children’s reading. She writes: 

“We often hear discussed the need of a censor, and a Catholic 
one, for the picture shows, and truly there is need of one. But how 
about the literature of today? Are we Catholics careful about what 
our girls and boys are reading? We watch very carefully lest their 
physical condition be impaired; we watch and guard every avenue 
through which, possibly, disease may come; and we use every known 
preventive against disease and infection when any foul or painful 
epidemic rages in our midst. Yet we permit books and magazines 
to enter our home, read them ourselves, and allow our young people 
to read them, without realizing that we are permitting a poison to 
enter their moral being which will gradually blunt their sensibilities 
and undermine their spiritual nature. 

“The world is flooded today with books, many of which are 
openly vicious, or worse, having in them an underlying current of 
evil which slowly undermines the reader’s morals. Magazines — many 
of them most popular —run serials which are unfit to be read by 
young or old, and it is through these that a wrong conception of life 
and its most sacred duties is given to youth. Again, I attribute much 
of the crime of all kinds at the present time to the lowering of the 
moral standards through this kind of literature. Glance through 
the average magazine, and you will find one-fourth or more of it given 
to advertisements which arouse curiosity in our young people, and 
cause them to investigate and learn many things which should be 
learned only from the wise and loving lips of parents: 

“If we would but train our youth from infancy to cultivate only 
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the taste for that which uplifts and wisely instructs; if we ourselves 
would avoid the cultivation of a taste for that which is vicious, im- 
pure, and which belittles the sacredness of marriage and dresses that 
monster of evil, divorce, in such coloring as to make it alluring and 
acceptable as a solution of all marital troubles, great or small; if we 
parents would set the example of reading only the best in literature, 
the children would be very apt to follow in our footsteps! How often 
I refer to things of other days, only to be laughed at and told that 
conditions today are different, and that we have to consider these 
changed conditions and live up to them. 


“Do we have to accept and live up to things which are detrimental 
— murderous, in fact—to the morals of us all—especially of our 
youth? Must we stand quietly by and hear things discussed by girls 
and boys not yet in their teens — things which bring a blush to elderly 
cheeks? Ask them where they got their information, and they will 
either say someone told them, or, more often, that they have read it 
in a book or a magazine. Thus young minds are besmeared and 
polluted by the expressed evil thoughts of some writer whose ambition 
is to make his writing salable, and who knows well that the reading 
public of today demands something sensational. Hence, a heavy per- 
centage of books published today are a menace to society and to the 
morals of the nation. 

“Again, permit the memory of other days to speak of the time when 
the solid home life was the very life of the Nation, and in those homes 
you found reading matter both entertaining and instructive. I will 
not attempt to enumerate the authors or books, but there was not one 
that I remember in my own home which was the least objectionable. 
It was the fashion in those days to read aloud in the family, and much 
interesting information was gained and much pleasure enjoyed from 
the books that were read. 

“In the evenings, Grandpa would say, ‘Now is the time for us to 
improve the shining hours by good books.’ Before my vision comes 
the home circle, yet unbroken, Mother with a bit of sewing, and each 
one of us ready to hear Grandpa’s reading. Many books were read 
aloud as time went on, but Grandpa was wise. He knew how to stop 
in time to permit us to spend the rest of the evening in other amuse- 
ments, and leave us hungry for more the next night. However, this one 
thing he impressed on our minds: Avoid bad books! They poison 
the mind and their effect is far-reaching. 

“Mother Church has ever been the custodian of morals, and de- 
mands of her children the cultivation of everything good. Shall we, 
her sons and daughters, stand idly by at this time and see the demoral- 
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ization of our youth through bad literature, and not raise voice or 
hand to protect them? There is work to do in this matter; shall we 
do it or not?” 


A Challenge Not To Be Ignored 


Dear reader, this is a challenge which every conscientious Catholic 
must take up, unless he wills to fail grievously in his duty. How many 
a lost soul, if it could testify to the cause of its downfall, would point 
to the reading of bad and suggestive books or magazines! Would 
you wish any of your children to be among them, through your fault? 

Reading aloud in the evening in the family circle is still prac- 
ticed in some homes, but not nearly so widely as it deserves to be. 
Those who have this custom find it not only a wonderful means of 
education, but a splendid form of recreation as well, and a means of 
binding close the ties of the family. Moreover, think of how many 
dangers and temptations those young people are spared who are 
thus kept within the safe confines of the home, and in whose minds 
and hearts the love of the good, the true and the beautiful is culti- 
vated. 

Nowadays there is a wealth of good spiritual reading available 
in an appealing style — ‘‘done up in small packages,’ one might say — 
in the form of pocket-sized pamphlets, which are cheap in price and 
therefore within the reach of families even in poor circumstances. Our 
collection of booklets (listed on the cover of this issue) covers a 
wide variety of spiritual subjects, and judging from the comments of 
those reading them, they should fit very well into any Catholic family’s 
reading program. The following are just a few excerpts from letters 
typical of very many others: — 


“I have quite a few of your booklets; they are just wonderful 
and so consoling.” 


“Your booklets are wonderful. I find that I know and love Our 
Lord much more than I did before I read your booklets. I already 
have 60 of these booklets, and I wish to make my set complete.” 


“I have received the booklets I ordered, and they are the treasure 
and consolation of my family.” 

“That library of your booklets I got from you last Christmas is 
worth an untold amount to me. [ get so much joy out of reading 
them, and I loan them out among my friends and they enjoy them 
too, and learn a lot about their Faith. Last Lent I loaned our parish 
priest the booklet on Our Lord’s Passion and the one on the Seven 
Sorrows. He told me afterward that I have a very good collection 
of books. I told him yes, that I would not part with them for any- 
thing.”’ 

“IT have read many of your booklets and have found a tremendous 
amount of knowledge in them about the saints and their good works. 
They have been very helpful spiritually.” 


Many of our readers make it a practice to preserve the copies of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory’”’ and use them for home reading in season. 
Just recently, one who has been a subscriber for many years wrote as 
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follows: ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory has been one of the greatest 
spiritual influences in my life, and I really love the magazine... We 
have all the copies for a quarter of a century, and this rich treasury 
of spirituality is part of a reading program in our home every evening. 
At the beginning of each month we assemble all the copies of ‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory’ for that month, and there is at least one reading 
from your magazine every night, usually on the devotion for that 
particular month. We have just assembled all the December num- 
bers — 1925 to 1950 — and we have a perfect wealth of holy reading 
in preparation for Christmas.” 


The Silent Missionary 
ae at So 

AINT JOHN BOSCO used to encourage those under 
his charge to do all they could to spread good books 
among their friends and acquaintances. A book, he 
said, can gain easy entrance into a home where a 
priest would never be received. Even those leading 
evil lives will accept a book as a remembrance or a 
gift. Unlike a human missionary, a book will not blush on its arrival 
in shameful surroundings, nor feel sorrow at being neglected. When 
despised, it will not complain, but remain patiently ready to teach the 
lessons of peace and beauty it contains. 

True, the book may lie for a long time collecting dust on some 
table, while no one pays the least attention to it. But let an hour 
of sorrow, of doubt and discouragement come, and this good friend 
will shake off its dust and open its pages, to see repeated, perhaps, 
the amazing conversion of an Augustine or an Ignatius. 

How many souls there are who have been saved by a good 
book! How many preserved from error or spurred on to a virtuous 
life! If the donor of the book received no other recompense for his 
gift than that of having awakened in some heart one single thought 
of God, what loving reward he might expect from that same God! 
But still more can be achieved. Even suppose the book is not read by 
the one for whom it was intended, it will be read by someone else — 
a son or daughter, a friend or neighbor. Often it may make the 
rounds of an entire neighborhood, and God alone knows how much 
this silent missionary of His will accomplish! 








PLEASE WATCH the date on your magazine! It indicates the 
month and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads 
“Jan. 52,’’ your subscription expired with the Jan. 1952 issue; if 
“Feb. 52,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 
10 days or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be 
unable to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to 
which your subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 

To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 10th of the month, and send both 
OLD and NEW address. 
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God’s Law: the Measure of Man’s Conduct 
thetieti= 


The following is the full text of the statement issued by the Cardinals, 
Archbishops and Bishops of the United States at the close of their annual 
meeting in Washington, D.C. last November: — 


- 


aN 
. N alarming parallel exists between the situation facing 


us today and that which faced the Roman Empire 
1500 years ago. The problems of the Empire closely 
resemble those which sorely test us now — barbarism 
on the outside, refined materialism and moral decay 
within. Confronted by those problems, what were men 
of that time concerned with? St. Augustine, who lived 
in that period, gives us the answer in a memorable passage: “They 
do not trouble about the moral degradation of the Empire. All 
that they ask is that it should be prosperous and secure. ‘What con- 
cerns us, they say, ‘is that everyone should be able to increase his 
wealth so that he can afford a lavish expenditure and can keep the 
weak in subjection. Let the laws protect the rights of property and 
let them leave man’s morals alone... Let there be sumptuous banquets 
where anybody can play and drink and gorge himself and be dissipated 
by day or night as much as he pleases or is able. Let the noise of 
dancing be everywhere and let the theatres resound with lewd merri- 
ment... Let the man who dislikes these pleasures be regarded as a 
public enemy’ (City of God, Bk. II, 20). 

Does not all this have a modern ring? Has not a great part of our 
society been doing and saying much the same thing? With the threat 
of the barbarian on the outside, does our conduct reflect the sobriety 
of citizens who are conscious that a bell may be tolling for them and 
for civilization? 

We have sent our young men on military expeditions to far-off 
lands so that justice and freedom may be kept alive in the world; and 
yet at home we have become careless about the foundations of justice 
and the roots of freedom. It cannot go well with’ us if we continue 
on this course. 

The lessons of history are evident to those with eyes that will see. 
The Roman Empire disintegrated from within; and moral corruption 
was the main cause of its decline and disappearance. The same fate 
will befall us if we do not awaken to the danger which threatens from 
within our own household. Mastery over material things will avail us 
nothing, if we lose mastery over ourselves. 
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Morality, the Need of Today 


Mastery over self is the primary concern of morality. The right 
ordering of our lives in relationship to all other beings so that we may 
attain our true destiny is the proper function of morality. The funda- 
mental problem which faces us, then, is a moral one. 

Morality involves the correct and careful regulation of three rela- 
tionships: man to God, man to himself, and man to his fellow man. 
These relationships are so closely linked together that to disturb one 
is to disturb the whole moral order. 

Morality, therefore, viewed in its entirety, has three dimensions: 
height, depth, and breadth. In its height, it soars up to God, the Su- 
preme Being, from whom it takes the definitive measure of what is 
true and good. In its depth, it penetrates the heart of man, laying 
hold of his entire personality, so that even his innermost thoughts 
and motives are subject to its rule. In its breadth, it embraces men 
in every station and condition of life and establishes mutual rights 
and duties. 


God’s Will: Man’s Measure in the Moral Order 


By nature, man is a creature, subject to his Creator and responsible 
to Him for all his actions. By selfish inclination, at times, he chooses 
to be something else, assuming the prerogatives of a Creator, estab- 
lishing his own standards of conduct, and making himself the measure 
of all things. This prideful folly on his part brings discord into his 
life, and profoundly affects the whole moral order. Frustration rather 
than fulfilment becomes his characteristic mark, because he does not 
possess wholly within himself the way to fulfilment. That he can 
discover only in God’s plan. 

God’s will, therefore, is the measure of man. It is the standard 
by which all human actions must meet the test of their rightness or 
wrongness. What conforms to God’s will is right; and what goes coun- 
ter to His will is wrong. This is the great and controlling rule of the 
moral order. Unless man recognizes and lives by this rule, he cannot 
come to that abundance of life destined for him by God. 

If man is to reach this abundance of life, which depends on the 
fulness of moral character, it must be through the way he lives his 
everyday life. He has no other course. It is idle and dangerous for 
him to dream otherwise. The thoughts, attitudes, motives, judgments 
and deeds which make up his daily round will determine his growth 
in character. He must use all his powers to cultivate that growth as 
the condition for attaining the true purpose of his life. For this, it is 
necessary that he should be guided by a knowledge of what is right 
and what is wrong in the particular situations of everyday existence. 
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The Moral Order and Human Reason 


How does he come to such knowledge? How can man know what 
is his place in the Divine plan, and what is God’s will in the moral 
decisions he is called upon to make? God has endowed man with 
intelligence. When rightly used and directed, the human intellect can 
discover certain fundamental spiritual truths and moral principles which 
will give order and harmony to man’s intellectual and moral life. 

What are these truths which right reason can discover? First 
in importance is the existence of a personal God, all-knowing and all- 
powerful, the eternal Source from whom all things derive their being. 
Next comes the spiritual and immortal nature of man’s soul, its free- 
dom, its responsibility, and the duty of rendering to God reverence, 
obedience, and all that is embraced under the name of religion. 


From man’s position as God’s rational, free and responsible crea- 
ture, destined for eternal life, spring the unique dignity of the human 
individual and his essential equality with his fellow men. 

Out of the inherent demands of human nature arises the family 
as the fundamental unit of human society, based on a permanent and 
exclusive union of man and woman in marriage. From the essential 
character of marriage come not only the right of parents to beget chil- 
dren, but also their primary right and duty to rear and educate them 
properly. 

Since neither the individual nor the family is completely inde- 
pendent and self-sustained, there arises the necessity of organized civil 
society, and, in turn, the mutual responsibilities of the individual and 
the family on the one side and of the civil government on the other. 

Man’s social life becomes intolerable, if not impossible, unless 
justice and benevolence govern the operations of the state and rela- 
tionships between individuals and groups. Without temperance, man 
can neither live in accordance with his human dignity nor fulfil his 
obligations to his fellow men. Without fortitude, he cannot bear the 
trials of life or overcome the difficulties with which he is surrounded. 


Furthermore, it is clear that the inherent dignity of the individual 
and the needs of the family and of society demand a code of sexual 
morality within the grasp of every mature mind. 

These are some of the basic elements of natural law, a law based 
on human nature; a law which can be discovered by human intelli- 
gence and which governs man’s relationship with God, with himself, 
and with the other creatures of God. The principles of the natural law, 
absolute, stable, and unchangeable, are applicable to all the changing 
conditions and circumstances in which man constantly finds himself. 
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Natural Law and Revelation 


These religious and moral truths of the natural order can be 
known by human reason; but God, in His goodness, through Divine 
Revelation, has helped man to know better and to preserve the natural 
law. In the Old Testament this revelation was given to God’s chosen 
people. Completed and perfected in the New, it has been communicated 
to mankind by Jesus Christ and His Apostles, and it has been entrusted 
to the Church which Christ Himself established to teach all men. 

While the natural law, taught and interpreted by the Church, gives 
us a’ guide in many areas of human life, the perfection of human 
nature is revealed to us in Christ Himself, God-become-Man, the Word- 
made-Flesh, “full of grace and truth,” dwelling among us to be our 
Way, our Truth and our Life. Prayer and the Sacraments are the 
channels through which the grace of Christ comes to elevate human 
nature until it becomes like unto Him who is true God and true man. 
In the supernatural order of grace Christ, the God-man, is the measure 
of man. 

Divine revelation, then, not only includes the natural law, it com- 
plements it and points the way to the supernatural order of grace. 
The natural law, however, remains the foundation of all man’s re- 
lations to God, to himself and to his fellow men. Upon that law, clari- 
fied by Divine revelation, man, strengthened by grace, must build 
his life. He need never fear that it will give way under the weight 
of the trials and tests which life imposes; for he has the inspired words 
of the Psalmist to assure him: “The man whose heart is set on the 
law of the Lord stands firm.” 


When the human heart is governed by the law of the Lord, all 
human actions, no matter how commonplace or how removed from 
the eyes of men, are made meritorious of eternal life. This means 
that God’s plans for man are kept constantly in mind. When man has 
learned to direct his thoughts, his speech and his actions in this way, 
it is a sign that he has mastered the great maxim of the moral order — 
“Not my will but Thine be done.” It is an indication that he realizes 
he must at all times be about his Father’s business. The point of 
reference in his life is no longer his own selfish will, for such a man 
sees clearly that God holds the central place in his life. He also sees 
that he enjoys a unique status, in that God has committed to him a 
work which no one else can do. His only reason for existence is to 
perform that work faithfully and diligently. This is the thought which 
Cardinal Newman so beautifully expressed: 


“God created me to do Him some definite service. He has com- 
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mitted some work to me which He has not committed to another. I 
have my mission... I have a part in a great work; I am a link in the 
chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me 
for naught. I shall do His work.” (Meditations and Devotions, 
pp. 400-01.) 

Moral Integrity 


Doing God’s work means doing God’s will. This requires the 
services of the whole man at every moment of every day he exists. 
There is all too frequently today the spectacle of men who divide their 
lives to suit their own convenience. Only when it serves their selfish 
purpose do they conform to God’s will. Their business life, their pro- 
fessional life, their life in the home, at school and in the community 
occupy separate compartments, unified by no central force. God's 
claims upon such men exist, but they are not honored. Expressions 
such as “my life is my own affair” or “in politics, anything goes,” 
are all too common today. They betray a gross misunderstanding 
of the moral order and the interlinking relationships which find their 
correct measure only in God’s will. 

We must be clear on this point. Man must either acknowledge that 
a personal God exists or he must deny His existence altogether. There 
is no middle course. Once he acknowledges that God exists, then the 
claims of God are co-extensive with all the activities of His creatures. 
To pretend that any part of life can be a private affair is to violate 
the most basic claim which God has on man. Man is a creature. As 
a creature, he is subject to his Creator in all that he does. There is 
no time in his life when he is excused from obeying the moral law. 
The clergyman, the educator, the doctor, the lawyer, the politician, 
the employer, the employee, husbands, wives and children, are alike 
strictly bound. All human rights and obligations have their source 
in God’s law; otherwise they are meaningless. 


Morality and Education 


Morality, concerned with bringing human activity into conformity 
with God’s will, has, therefore, a bearing on everything that touches hu- 
man rights and duties. It has a definite place in the educational life of a 
nation. The forming of character is part of the educational process; 
and character cannot be formed unless children are given a clear in- 
dication of what is right and what is wrong. This cannot be done 
without reference to the ultimate standard which determines right and 
wrong, namely, God’s law. 

No state, no group of educators, may reject a truth of the moral 
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order to suit the claim of convenience. The process of determining 
moral values by the consent of the majority is false in principle and 
sanction. Morality has its source in God and it binds all men. It can- 
not be adequately taught without the motivation of religious truth. 
Although the training of children along moral lines is primarily the 
business of the parents and the Church, yet it is also the business of 
the school if education is to give formation to the whole human per- 
sonality. 
Morality and Economics 


Morality has its place in business and industry because the con- 
ditions under which men work, the wages they get, the kind of work 
they do, all are subject to the jurisdiction of the moral law. When 
economic conditions are such that the raising of a family by working 
people is made dishearteningly difficult and at times impossible, then 
those responsible for this deplorable situation are guilty of breaking 
God’s law and they are also accomplices in the sins resulting from 
their injustice. 


Morality and Politics 


In politics, the principle that “anything goes” simply because 
people are thought not to expect any high degree of honor in politi- 
cians is grossly wrong. We have to recover that sense of personal 
obligation on the part of the voter and that sense of public trust on 
the part of the elected official which give meaning and dignity to 
political life. Those who are selected for office by their fellow men 
are entrusted with grave responsibilities. They have been selected 
not for self-enrichment but for conscientious public service. In their 
speech and in their actions they are bound by the same laws of justice 
and charity which bind private individuals in every other sphere of 
human activity. Dishonesty, slander, detraction, and defamation of 
character are as truly transgressions of God’s commandments when 
resorted to by men in political life as they are for all other men. 


Moral Standard Applies Universally 


There are not two standards of morality. There is only one. It 
is God’s standard. That single standard covers all man’s relations to 
God, to himself, and to the world about him. It applies to every con- 
ceivable situation in life—in the home, in business, in the school, 
or in the field of entertainment. By its very nature, it precludes that 
double standard which not only tempts man to live his life on two 
levels, but beguiles him into thinking that this can be done without 
any compromise of moral principles. This two-faced way of living 











314 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


explains the scandalous anomaly, evident at times in our national life, 
of paying lip service to God while failing completely to honor His 
claims in daily life. 

One and the same standard covers stealing from the cash register 
and dishonest gain derived from public office. It will not do to say, 
by way of extenuation, that the latter can be excused or condoned be- 
cause it occurs in the political order. One and the same standard 
prohibits false statements about private individuals, and false state- 
ments about members of minority groups and races. It will not do, 
by way of excuse, to say that statements of the latter kind can be 
excused because of long-standing prejudice. 

This single standard of morality sets a clear, positive, and com- 
plete pattern of right living. It gives an integrity of outlook and an 
integrity of action to daily life. By adhering to this standard, man’s 
life becomes all of a piece, characterized by a sincere singleness of 
purpose. Such a life will not have its “Sunday side” in which God’s 
claims are fully respected for a single day, and its “weekday side” in 
which those claims are completely ignored for the remaining six. 
Rather, all aspects of life will be so integrated that the standard to 
which a man subscribes in his private life will be logically extended 
to his life in the community. Then, if faithful to moral principles as 
an individual, he will be faithful to moral principles as a citizen, as 
a voter, and in all his actions as a member of society. 


Religion and Morality 

To live by this single standard of morality man needs the motiva- 
tions and sanctions which only religion can supply. He is not self- 
sufficient. He must have God’s help. As a creature, he is obliged to 
adore his Creator, to thank Him for blessings conferred, to ask His 
pardon for wrongs committed and to pray daily for His help and 
guidance. Nothing less than the faithful discharge of these essential 
obligations of religion will enable him to attain integrity in his moral 
life. 

We exhort Americans in every walk of life to rededicate them- 
selves to the wisdom of our Founding Fathers — a wisdom which pro- 
claimed God’s rightful place in human affairs—a wisdom so mem- 
orably expressed by the Father of our Country in his Farewell Address: 

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political pros- 
perity, Religion and Morality are indispensable supports... reason and 
experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail 
in exclusion of religious principle.” 


Signed by the members of the Administrative Board, National Welfare 
Conference, in the names of the Bishops of the United States. 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


Love of Esteem (Continued) 
Esteem for Sacred Places and Objects. 


You have read how zealous Christ was for reverence due to the 
Temple of Jerusalem, which He called His Father’s house. On two 
occasions He indignantly drove the buyers and sellers out of it, telling 
them not to make it a house of traffic and a den of thieves. 

But if the Temple of Jerusalem was so sacred to God, what must 
be said of our churches and chapels where Jesus Christ dwells really 
and truly in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar? And if Christ 
demanded that the Temple be held sacred and nothing unbecoming 
be done within its precincts, how much more does He demand that 
the churches in which He dwells sacramentally, day and night, should 
be held sacred and that nothing be done in them that is offensive to 
His Divine Majesty and disedifying to the faithful! 

A living faith in His Real Presence will dictate what your conduct 
in church must be under all circumstances. 1f a carefully defined 
code of proprieties is rigorously observed in royal palaces, in our 
courts of justice, and at such functions as funerals and the like, surely 
it is but proper that there should also be a rigorous observance of 
certain proprieties in the presence of the ever-blessed Sacrament, in 
which Jesus abides as really and truly, Body and Soul, Divinity 
and Humanity, as He lay in the manger, dwelt in the holy house of 
Nazareth and hung on the Cross. 

Hence, whenever you come into His presence in a church, do your 
utmost to imitate the angels in their attitude of profoundest reverence 
and adoration. Keep your mind fixed as much as possible on your 
loving Savior, who observes you from His throne of love and reads 
your most secret thoughts. Speak to Him familiarly yet reverently; 
converse with Him lovingly and trustingly, as you can easily imagine 
Martha, Mary and Lazarus to have done when they had the unique 
privilege of receiving Him as a Guest into their home. Guard most 
carefully against any irreverence or levity in your behavior. When 
you enter a church, put aside all distracting thoughts and center your 
whole attention on the Object of your love in the tabernacle. Take 
holy water and make the Sign of the Cross in a most reverent manner, 
not hastily and thoughtlessly as is done by so many. Then make a 
full genuflection, slowly and devoutly, accompanied with fervent in- 
terior acts of faith, adoration, praise, etc. From that time on until 
you leave, endeavor to keep your mind on your Lord and Master. 








316 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Always attend to these instructions, whether you assist at Holy 
Mass, or Benediction, or public devotions, or make private visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament. True, you will often be troubled with distrac- 
tions, but do your best to resist them. If they are unwilful they will 
not mar your prayer, but your struggle against them will be meritorious. 

This implies, of course, that you carefully guard against whatever 
can be a source of distractions. Guard your eyes so as not to gaze 
about curiously; avoid doing what may distract others and do not 
let yourself be distracted by what goes on around you. Your great 
aim should be to imitate the angels who surround the tabernacle and 
adore Jesus Christ with all the fervor of their being. If your mind is 
fixed on Him, distractions will have no power over you. 

But it is not by a great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament alone 
that you manifest your love of esteem for Jesus Christ, but also by 
taking an active interest in the work connected with the upkeep of the 
sacred edifice in which He has taken up His abode. Your motto should 
be: “I have loved, O Lord, the beauty of Thy house, and the place 
where Thy glory dwells” (Ps. 25:8). Hence, you should lend a willing 
hand whenever the services of the laity are called for. This may be 
for a periodic cleaning of the church; for providing decorations on 
special occasions; for furnishing material, tools, flowers, and the like. 
Keep in mind that the lowliest service in God’s house is far more 
honorable than the highest service in a king’s palace. 

Catholic women can find an outlet for their piety by being active 
members of an altar society; or by washing the altar linens, mending 
vestments, or making the linen articles which are used in the Divine 
service. Men and young men can show their devotion by serving 
the priest during Mass in the absence of regular altar boys, and by 
rendering such manual services as may be required. 

But besides holding the Blessed Sacrament and the church in 
high esteem, you will also reverence all objects of piety such as cru- 
cifixes, statues, pictures, rosaries, relics, holy water — everything that 
is blessed or used in the service of God. When broken or no longer 
serviceable, you will dispose of them by burning them, as is the 
practice of the Church. Proper reverence for sacred things is a sign 
of true faith and love of God.* (Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 


*Here we must say a word of caution about “chain prayers.”’ 
Should any of these come into your possession, destroy them at once. 
They are originated by persons who are either mentally unbalanced 
or superstitiously inclined; or by those who intentionally try to make 
religion ridiculous. Treat any prayer leaflet or pamphlet on religious 
topics as spurious if it does not carry the approbation of some Catholic 
Bishop. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
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T was Candlemas Day. Kneeling in her pew, waiting 
ei) for Holy Mass to begin, Anne thought how lovely the 
fai candles looked. Tall and slender, tipped with a bright 
flame, they shed a mellow light on the white marble 
altar as they slowly burned their lives away in the 
service of God. Anne smiled a little at the statue of 
the Blessed Virgin. Mary herself resembled one of 
those candles. Slender and pure, her love for God was like a bright 
flame which never died. She, too, had given her whole life to His 
service, and the light she shed around her made people call her the 
“Star of Morning.” 

Opening her Missal, Anne discovered that although February 2nd 
is often called Candlemas Day, because of the custom of blessing 
candles then, it is really one of the Blessed Mother’s feasts, her Puri- 
fication, or the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple. She studied 
the picture in her prayer 
book closely; it showed 
the Virgin-Mother carry- 
ing the Infant Jesus into 
the Temple to offer Him 
to God, His Father. 
With his strong arm, St. 
Joseph was helping her 
through the crowds, 
while his géntle, farsee- 
ing eyes never left the 
Infant’s face. Anne re- 
membered her teacher 
telling them that when 
Jewish parents brought 
their children to the 
Temple for the first 
time, they usually made 
an offering for their 
ransom: a lamb, if they 
were wealthy, or a pair 
of doves, if they were poor. Since Mary and Joseph were poor, they 
offered two doves. Besides, why should they offer a lamb, since Mary’s 
arms held the real Lamb of God? When God accepted the parents’ 








Simeon takes Jesus into his arms. 
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offering by the hands of the high priest. it meant that He was pleased 
with their desire to sacrifice their child to Him, and was, as it were, 
returning it to them. But with Jesus it was different. God did not 
set His Son free; He accepted this sacrifice in full, so that the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple was really the first Offertory of 
His life, like the one in Holy Mass. Later, on Calvary, Jesus would 
complete the offering, as the priest does at the Consecration. 


At one side of the picture Anne recognized Simeon, the very 
holy old man who lived in the Temple, and who had been longing 
to see the Savior whom God had promised to the Jewish people. On 
the day that Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple, Simeon 
was there as usual. Though there was nothing in the appearance of 
the Blessed Virgin to show that she was the Mother of God, and though 
the Babe in her arms was just a tiny, helpless Infant, scarcely a month 
old, Simeon, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, knew at once that this 
was the Savior for whom he had been waiting. Joyfully he took the 
Child in his arms and foretold the great things He would do. 


Glancing up, Anne saw that the priest had come into the sanc- 
tuary and was ready to begin the Mass. Carefully she followed the 
prayers in the Missal. After the Sacred Host had been raised at the 
Elevation, a sudden thought came to Anne: why, she was a Simeon, 
too! Just as Simeon had recognized Our Lord in the form of a little 
Child, so she was recognizing Him now in the still more humble 
form of a piece of Bread. Although the Child in Mary’s arms had 
been weak and helpless, Simeon knew He was Almighty God; and 
though the Host before her was helpless but for the priest, Anne knew 
that the Bread only hid the Savior who loved her so much. 

As she went up to the Communion rail, Anne thought of Simeon 
again. He had so longed to see Our Lord and take Him into his arms, 
just as she was longing to receive Him and to take Him into her heart. 
When Simeon had taken the tiny, trusting little Baby from His Mother, 
his joy and confidence were complete. Even so, Anne wanted to 
receive Jesus in Holy Communion with gladness and living faith. 

Soon the Mass was over, and as the priest returned to the sacristy, 
Anne noticed that the candles were still standing guard on the altar, 
lighting it with their dancing little flames. She thought of the time 
she had taken her very small cousin to see a statue of the Blessed 
Mother, representing Mary holding out her Divine Son as if she 
wanted everybody to take Him into their arms. Little Frances had 
just had a birthday, and the candles burning in front of the statue 
must have reminded her of her birthday cake, for she had said right 
out loud: “Happy birthday, dear Blessed Mother; did Jesus give you 
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a present?” He surely had given His Mother a present, Anne was 
certain of that, the best of all presents — Himself —to be her own 
dear Son. Then she thought happily: “He gives me the same present; 
every time I go to Holy Communion He gives Himself to me.” So 
she added another little prayer to her thanksgiving: “Dear Jesus, let 
me be one of Your candles. Make me pure like them, and let my love 
be like a warm flame which will draw other people to You.” 


PRACTICE: Since February is Catholic Press month, try to visit 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament every day and say the following 
prayer to ask His blessing on our Catholic Press. 


ASPIRATION: O Jesus, Word made Flesh, grant us a good 
Catholic Press. 


Brigid, Saint and Abbess 


Feast, February 1 


HE golden-haired little girl sitting in her father’s chariot, one 

autumn day long ago, looked around in distress. A poor beggar 
was asking for alms, and she had nothing to give him. Then she 
noticed her father’s richly-jewelled sword on the seat near her and 
her eyes began to sparkle. This morning her father had said he was 
going to give her a jewelled necklace for her birthday. Instead, 
she would give his sword to the beggar and tell her father that this 
was her present. Quickly she handed the sword to the poor man, 
saying: ‘‘Take this, you will be able to buy food and shelter with it.’’ 
He grasped it eagerly and asked her name. “I am called Brigid,”’ 
she answered. ‘‘May God and His dear Mother reward you for your 
charity, little maid,’’ he said, and hurried away. 

When her father came from the palace, Brigid told him what 
she had done. ‘Dear child,’’ he gasped, “I am happy that you love 
the poor and suffering. But that sword was given me by the king! 
What will he say when he finds me without it?’”’ Brigid pointed to a 
tall man walking toward the chariot. ‘Father, here is the king 
now!” Seeing that something was amiss, the king asked the cause of 
the trouble. When told of Brigid’s gift to the beggar, he was very 
angry and demanded how she dared handle such a sword so lightly. 
Fearlessly the child replied that she would give away everything she 
had and all the king himself had rather than that the poor should 
suffer want. Impressed with her courage, the king told her father 
that such a daughter was a treasure and that he would give him 
another more valuable sword. 

The king was not the only one who knew of Brigid’s charity, 
for this daughter of one of his noblemen, though only ten years old, 
was already well on the way to becoming a saint. Her parents lived 
in Leinster in Ireland and had entrusted her education to the care 
of a devout nurse who taught her not only how to read and write, 
but, far more important, how to love God and serve Him in all His 
creatures. Brigid had learned this lesson well. The poor who came 
to her never went away without help; children loved her and crowded 
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about her wherever she went. Even animals seemed to recognize 
her: hungry, stray dogs ran to her in the streets, little lambs in the 
meadows nuzzled against her as she fed them with her own hands, 
and the birds began singing gaily when she came to the window to 
strew crumbs for them. St. Patrick himself, who was living at the 
time, blessed her and knew she would be a saint, even though she 
was still little girl enough to fall asleep during his sermon. 

When she grew up, many noblemen wanted to marry her; but 
Brigid loved only God and wanted to belong wholly to Him. Though 
Brigid’s parents were heartbroken at the thought of losing their be- 
loved daughter, Brigid persuaded them to let her become a nun. With 
six of her friends she received the veil from a holy bishop, and with 
his help founded the first convent in his diocese. Her sisters chose 
her to be their superior and under her wise, loving guidance the 
community flourished. Soon young girls from all over Ireland were 
begging to join her convent, and the bishops of different towns asked 
her to establish houses of her order among them. Happy to bring 
others to the Heart of God, Brigid travelled about Ireland, founding 
convents. In her communities, the nuns tilled the fields and looked 
after the sheep, weaving clothes for themselves and the poor from the 
wool of their flocks. In their schools they taught children how to read 
and write, how to do fine metal work, how to sew and embroider beau- 
tiful church vestments, how to copy and illuminate manuscripts. The 
wonderful influence of these schools helped win for Ireland the title 
of ‘‘Island of Saints and Scholars.”’ 

Despite all her travelling and many tasks, Brigid’s heart rested 
in God, and prayer was her dearest labor. Knowing she was going 
to die soon, she returned to her favorite convent when she was seventy 
years old, and there in Kildare, surrounded by those she had taught 
to know and love God as she did, she died peacefully, mourned by 
the people throughout Ireland. Gentle St. Brigid is still loved by the 
people of every land, who give her name to their small daughters, 
hoping that she will lead them to a holiness like her own. 


A Contest 


For a long time our Little Lovers have been looking forward to 
a contest, so now we are going to give you one for the month of 
February. You all know the fun of a game of “Let’s Pretend,” and 
our contest will be something of that kind. Let’s pretend that you 
have spent a day with the Holy Family in Nazareth and are writing 
a letter to one of your friends to tell all about it. The two best 
letters in the group of children ten years old and under, and the 
two best of the group over ten will receive a prize. The five next 
best letters in each group will receive honorable mention. Everyone 
who takes part in the contest will receive a picture of the Holy Family. 
Since St. Joseph is the head of the Holy Family, we would like to 
have all the letters in by his feast on the 19th of March, so we can 
publish the results of the contest in May. 
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